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| Other MDs face pay cut
in cardlology crackdown

'BY JOSH MARGOLIN AND TED snsmn .
- STAR-LEDGER STAFF 3
'I‘he state’s medical umversﬂ;y plans to fire two car:
dmloglsts ‘who allegedly were given rio-show faculty’ s
“jobs as part of a scheme to boost referrals to its heart: £
- surgery program and pians to cut the salaries of nine -
~ other doctors, according to an internal memo fromthe e
uruversﬂ;y president, e
- The cardiologist program, run by the Unlversrty of U
Medic:tne and Dentistry of New Jersey, also is gebtmg
new work rules and will operate under far greafer ..: x
oversight to ensure that doctors are doing more for .-
their salanes than simply referring patients, accordmg ]
to the memo obtained by The Star- -Ledger. .,
“Let me emphasize that this is the first- step, cer- ‘.*
tainly not the last,” UMDNJ’s interim president, Bruce-.
C. Viadeck, said in the memo, sent Weanesday to Rob
ert-Jonnson, interim dean of the New Jersey Medi
School in Newark. Viadeck yesterday declined com:
ment on his memo.
The cardiology plan was first reported. Nov 5 ln
~'The Sunday Star-Ledger. That story found doctors -
were paid as mueh as $150,000 2 year for 56 Woik with',:
the understanding that they would refer their patient
to the surgery program. Eight days later, the fed.erarl =
raonitor overseeing UMDNJ delivered a harsh review .5
of the program, calling it “an illegal scheme to-pay car- f':
diologists for patient referrals.” The monitor also sald »‘*
“the illegal activity persists to this day.” : ;
Federal statutes make it a crime to pay for pat.len 4%
referrals, The laws are designed to ensure that healths*
gare deraswrg ar:: ﬁ-fe from corruption and that doc- l
ors refer patients to the best e
e i places, regardless of
The monitor, fonner U.S. District Juage Hernext z
[See UMDNJ, Page 141
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University to fire 5:
-2 alleged no-shows™ | o -
i . | } e al.mn
- hav 1g doctorsg-
J. Stern, alleged that over a four most ¢ a:eghelr salares oyt

year period, the university took in

nearly $36 million in illegal Medi- € 0f 17 doctors jiste

care and Medicaid payments for g::go ained ‘ng cn:n; the
2,733 procedures on hundreds of - - gray ;‘at .
patients. Meanwhile, the cardiol- on- Corzine, "y

ogists drew payments of $5.7 mil- acﬁﬁ?@,” ¢ ng mgljﬂsaud
lion. With fines and penalties. st Y Shoulq «e anu fai

UMDNJ could be forced to pay. back o .

back more than $80 million to the
federal and state governments.

. The kickbacks were made 1
an efforf to save the unmversity’s

Coley said.

Corzine spokesman

i Vieokeks,

Earlier in the day, the mterim
president issued an “urgent” e

struggling cardiac surgery unit by
boosting the number of surgeries,
“according to the monitor. .
UMDNJ spokeswoman - Anna
Farneski said Vladeck issued his
directive because “we are errmg
on the side of caution.”
Vladeck’s memo was inctuded
in an attachment spelling out a
reorganization plan precipitated
by the monitor-s allegations. That
pian lists the cardiologists in-
volved in the program and those
! being terminated or whose sala-
ries are being cut back.

The list shows that a totat of -

four doctors who were part of the
; cardiology program are being dis-
f missed, but Farneski said two of

the-.dismissals were ordered ln'

October as - part: of UMDNJs

budget- cutbacks. Those two are’’

Joven Dungo of Jersey City and-
Ravindra Patel of Old Bridge. .

Farneski said Bakul Desai of
Jersey -City and Rakesh Sahni of
Clark. were . going to -be termi-
nated as-a result of the allega-
tions raised by the monitor.

“mail#“to~all-employees . and- stu— .
derits, saying: “We.will take any»
and all steps ‘within -our power-f
necessary to comply with’ Both:
the letter and the spirit of the
jaw, and we will hold responsibies
mdividuals accountable for them
actions.”

In his report, Stem also con--_

' tended that Vladeck intentionally.

‘misled his investigators and that
UMDNJ had violated its agree:.
ment with federal prosecutors by
failing to cooperate with the-
monitor's office during a ﬁveu
month inquiry into the mabters
Viadeck. dened the accusation
ne said he simply “missed” infor-;
mation about the problem. il

He dealt with the Stern allega-
tion-again yesterday in the e-mail
fo employees.

“We were atso particularly dis-
tressed by the report’s assertions

.| that individuals' in leadership

roles at UMDNJ, inciuding me,
had " qeliberately concealed or
withheld information from the.

" federal monitor,” Vladeck said in

the e-mail. “I know that I did not ..
deliberately withhold anything,.
and I can't believe that any of rny ;
colleagues did either.”

‘Without mentioning Vladeck’s
memo or the dismissals, UMDNJ .
board chairman Robert Del Tufo.: -
yesterday announced that a spe-:.
cial board commitfee willi review..
the monitor’s findings. The com--

mittee will be led by state Health" |

Commuissioner Fred. Jacobs, au

- nonvoting UMDNJ board. mem-

ber. ..
Sbem aec]ined any- mment
yesterday. . . .

Josh Mo:ya!fn may be mackea at
margahn@staﬂedgercomofrﬁdm
989-0267. Ted Sherman may.be”".
reached at tshmnm@staﬂedger com .
or (973) 392-4278.
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